
Project Introduction

The Lead Proposal for this investigation originates from the University of
Arizona, Steward Observatory under Principal Investigator Dr. Christopher K.
Walker. The Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory (SAO) is pleased to
submit this subsidiary proposal for engineering and scientific collaboration on
the Reflight of the Stratospheric TeraHertz Observatory (STO-2). The
Institutional Principal Investigator for the SAO effort is Antony A. Stark, and
scientific Co-Investigator is Brian Stalder. SAO will provide support for the
refurbishment and testing of the STO at Johns Hopkins University Applied
Physics Laboratory (JHU/APL). The work at SAO includes consultation on the
refurbishment of the gondola, provision and modification of existing data
acquisition and reduction software, and scientific collaboration on the STO
Galactic Plane Survey. The STO proposal also requests support for
participation in the second Long Duration Flight (LDF) from McMurdo Sound in
Antarctica, and for subsequent data analysis, scientific interpretation, and
publication of results.
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